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HISTORY OF THE GONDOLIERS

The Gondoliers opened at the Savoy Theatre in London on
December 7, 1889. It was the twelfth of the Gilbert and
Sullivan operettas, and the first for which a command
performance (for Queen Victoria) was called. The production
marked a truce in the ongoing warfare between Gilbert, the
comic librettist, and Sullivan, the “serious" musician, over
whose work and ideas should figure more prominently in their
operettas. Their agreement to meet, in Gilbert's words, "as
master and master, not as master and servant" is reflected
in the image of the two gondolier kings, who rule jointly,
as equals.

The truce, however, was short-lived, and the battles

resumed, culminating in their infamous "carpet quarrel."
Although the two combatants were eventually reconciled,

their final collaborations, Utopia Limited and The Grand
Duke, were not nearly as well received as their predecessors.
The Gondoliers became the last of the Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas to enjoy great success.
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No smoking, drinking, or eating is allowed in the theafre.

The use of flash cameras is strictly forbidden, as it is a
hazard to the performers.
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GLOSSARY (in order of appearance)

Barataria - the title of Gilbert's mythical island kingdom
of Spain comes from Cervantes' Don Quixote where the
Don promises his companion Sancho Panza the governorship
of this island "surrounded by land"

dolce far niente - delightful idleness

nobody contradicente - contradicting

Italian Segment: The chorus sings one song entirely in
Italian, in which the women welcome Marco and Giuseppi,
and present them with flowers. The men respond with
courtly grace, declaring themselves the ladies' humble
servants ("servitori umilissimi"), to which the women
reply that they are only peasant girls ("contadine").

hidalgo - Spanish nobleman of lowest rank

of 95 quarterings - "quarterings" are divisions on a heraldic
shield -- with a different coat of arms for each noble
family from which the shield's owner is descended (95
is rather excessive)

grandee - Spanish nobleman of highest rank (how the Duke of
Plaza-Toro can be both a Grandee and a Hidalgo is one of
Gilbert's paradoxes)

plebeian position - Tow class

cornet-a-piston - cornet (related to the trumpet) with three
valves operated by pistons (though The Gondoliers is set in
1750, this valve-piston cornet was not invented until 1813)

parcel of graziers - herdsmen

Duke of Plaza-Toro, Count Matadoro, Baron Picadoro - the Duke's
titles derive from bull-fighting (Plaza do Toros being the
arena; the matador and picador being different types of
bullfighters}

winding-up - refers to the liquidation of a company (here it
is a joke on companies vs. clocks)

Don Alhambra del Bolero - his name comes from the Alhambra, the
palace of the Moorish kings at Granada, with "del Bolero"
added as a Gilbertian bit of humor (it refers to a type of
dance)

{continued on next page)






